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Beginning with October the Biblical World will publish in each 
number under the above caption material designed to make the work 
of the American Institute of Sacred Literature more easily accessible, 
and to render more direct and specific aid to those ministers and laymen 
who are studying and directing the study of others along certain definite 
lines. 

Two distinct lines of work will be represented. The first is "The 
Professional Reading-Course." Under the direction of a scholar who 
is an authority on the subject of the course, a list of books will be pre- 
sented upon some definite theme, and month by month reviews of these 
books will follow. These critiques will be prepared with the aim of 
giving assistance to ministers and others who wish to undertake the 
course of reading. To serve the needs of groups of ministers who may 
find it agreeable to meet together for the discussion of the results of 
this reading, a list of topics suitable for such discussions will follow the 
review of each book. 

"The Character of Jesus in the Light of Modern Scholarship" is the 
subject of the reading-course for the autumn and early winter. It 
will begin with the October number, and will continue until February. 
It will be followed immediately by another course on "The Efficiency 
of the Church in the Local Community and in Wider Relationships." 
Those who pursue this work will have the privilege of submitting ques- 
tions to the director of the course to be answered by him either in the 
following number of the journal or by personal letter. 

The second line of work will be for the benefit of those ministers and 
laymen who are charged with the direction of clubs of Sunday-school 
teachers, young people, or adults in the church or community. Upon 
two of the outline courses of the Institute there will be furnished each 
month from October to June material designed to aid those who have 
charge of such courses. This will include full library references to books 
both new and old, and to recent periodicals, programs for meetings of 
classes, and reports or helpful suggestions from other classes and leaders. 
The club work will be directed by the Secretary for the Reading and 
Library Department of the Institute, who will also receive and answer 
by personal letter or through the pages of the Biblical World questions 
that may be asked. 
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The courses selected for special emphasis in the year beginning with 
October are: "The Social and Ethical Teachings of Jesus," chosen 
because of the widespread interest in social phases of Christian work 
at this time; and "The Origin and Religious Teaching of the Old Testa- 
ment Books," a course which provides a basis for a simple yet compre- 
hensive study of the growth and development of the Old Testament in 
a constructive way. 

In publishing this material it has been arranged between the Biblical 
World and the Institute that the subscription to the journal (two dollars) 
shall cover membership in the Institute and vice versa so far as the pro- 
fessional reading-courses and relations with club leaders is concerned. 
Persons desiring to pursue a professional reading-course or to conduct 
a Bible club will receive the needed assistance and direction in the 
Biblical World. Club leaders will also receive in addition a full copy of 
the course which they are to teach, upon receipt of their first list of names, 
the fee for club members being fifty cents as heretofore. This prelimi- 
nary announcement will prepare leaders to choose between the two club 
courses offered and will help ministers who wish to systematize their 
reading for the coming year to make definite plans. So far as possible 
the Institute will provide traveling libraries for ministers who desire 
them, at an additional cost of three dollars for each library, delivered 
free but returned at the cost of the reader. 

The other eight outline courses of the Institute and the other sixteen 
professional reading-courses will continue to be available for those who 
prefer them. But special collateral material will be furnished in the 
Biblical World only for the courses named. 

Communications concerning the above courses sent to the Biblical 
World marked "For the American Institute" will receive prompt atten- 
tion from the officers of the Institute. 



